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Cincinnati

has a river front of 23 miles. The Metropolitan Area is 519-56 sq. m. Its altitude ranges from 432 to 960 feet above sea level, thus occupying a broken and irregular site. On the lowest ground are the principal warehouses and manufacturing establishments; the best residential districts are on higher lands toward the crescent of picturesque hills which enclose the city on the north, east and west, while the business section, the most densely built part, occupies the middle ground between.

Cincinnati owns one of the finest pumping and filtering plants in existence, located at California, Ohio, a short distance up the Ohio River. Latonia Race Course, Kentucky, is six m. distant from the city. Eden Park is the site of the Art Museum, containing a rare collection of sculpture, paintings, etchings, textiles, ceramics, metal work, carvings, costumes, arms, musical instruments, etc., ancient and modern. The Barnard Lincoln statue in Lytle Park was presented to the city by Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Taft, and is considered the most life-like of any effigy of the great emancipator. The Observatory, near Ault Park, has one of the largest telescopes in the country. The Zoological Gardens stand among the oldest in America and claim to hold the finest and most complete collection of animal and bird life in the country. The gigantic Union Terminal cost approximately $75,000,-ooo; while the Rail River Terminal, headquarters of the Mississippi Valley Barge line, is the largest of its kind on the river.

Cincinnati's educational institutions include the University of Cincinnati, owned by the city; the Cincinnati Observatory and the Astronomical School affiliated with the University; Ohio Mechanics' Institute, offering literary, scientific, and industrial courses; St. Joseph's and St. Francis Xavier's Jesuit Colleges, Hebrew Union College, the Cincinnati College of Music; the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music; and the Cincinnati Art Academy located in the Cincinnati Art Museum.

The art and the music of Cincinnati are well known; its woodcarving and decorative pottery, from the Rookwood galleries have a national reputation; the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra ranks with the greatest orchestras in the United States, and the biennial May music festivals, instituted by Theodore Thomas in 1873, are contributed to by the best talent in the country and are largely attended.

Twelve railroad lines serve Cincinnati and more than 3,000 industries are situated in the

city, including tobacco factories, machinery, iron, steel and brass products, printing equipment, airplanes and airplane motors, chemicals, paints, leather goods, paper, pottery, shoes, jewelry, clothing, radios, furniture, and sporting goods.

The city manager form of government obtains in Cincinnati, with the Hare system of proportional representation for selecting members of council, consisting of nine members, one of whom is chosen mayor by the council body; p. 455>6io.

Cincinnati has had costly and unpleasant experience from high water in the Ohio River. The flood of January 1937 is notable in the city's history, as the river then rose to a record breaking high and caused much suffering and damage. The magnificent union railroad terminal was completed and dedicated in 1933.

It is believed that the site of Cincinnati was occupied in prehistoric times by a considerable aboriginal population, mounds, containing various relics appearing to confirm this opinion. Cincinnati was first settled by white men in 1780, was permanently occupied in 1788, and was named in honor of the Society of the Cincinnati in 1790; it was incorporated in 1802; and became a city in 1819. Following the beginning of steam navigation on the Ohio River, in 1816, and the opening of the first railroad in 1845, the growth was rapid and owing to its attractiveness and prosperity the city early won the name of 'The Queen City of the West.'

Consult Greve's Centennial History of Cincinnati (1904) ; Goss' Cincinnati, The Queen City (1912); Leonard's Greater Cincinnati and Its People (1927).

Cincinnati, Society of the, a society or order established by the officers of the Revolutionary army of the United States in 1783, 'to perpetuate their friendship, and to raise a fund for relieving the widows and orphans of those who had fallen during the war.' It was so named because it included patriots, headed by Washington, who in many instances had left rural affairs to serve their country. (See CINCINNATUS). All officers of the Continental Army who had served for three years, or who had been disabled and honorably discharged, and all French officers who had ranked as high as colonel in the French army serving in America, or who had commanded a French War vessel or fleet, were eligible for membership in the society, and such membership was declared hereditary.

For some time after its organization the